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Letter From the Rectory:  ‘Try Praying’   Rev’d Jeff 

When I do the morning school bus run, I collect two children from Finghall. Recently, doing 

one such run, I noticed a banner outside Finghall Methodist Church which simply said, ‘Try 

Praying’. The banner ‘leapt out’ at me, it was like a neon sign. I wondered if it was new or 

whether I’d simply not noticed it before. In the following days I didn’t notice it – focussing on 

the road, of course.  

Wondering whether God was trying to tell me something, I told Liz about it when I got home. 

She said she had received alerts on her phone for the same thing! So, we concluded that 

maybe God was trying to tell us something. Ordained people experience the same challenges 

to praying as everyone else. The difference being there is a greater requirement on us to 

overcome the challenges. This prompt has certainly given us inspiration. 

One of the challenges about praying is that you can feel isolated – am I the only one doing 

this? If so, what’s the point? Being a Christian, you can feel like a misfit and when a relatively 

small number attend church it feels like praying is for quite an exclusive club. 

However, according to the Try Praying App, 20 

million adults in the UK pray, 13 million pray at 

least once a month and 9 million pray every day.  

Stacey Dooley, who produces ‘hard hitting 

documentaries about the issues facing young 

people’ recently did an episode called, ‘Inside the 

Convent’. She said that during Covid lots of young 

people are turning to God and she wanted to 

investigate what it was all about. Therefore, it isn’t 

just an older generation that pray. 

At the Olympics and other high profile sporting 

events many of the athletes are seen praying and 

some will credit God in their post event interviews. 

No-one can have more confidence in the flesh than 

an Olympic athlete and yet, many of them pray.  

During the penalty shoot out that decided the FA 

Cup Final, Alisson Becker, the Liverpool goalkeeper, 

or, as team mate Virgil Van Dyke calls him, ‘the holy goalie’, was quite clearly praying on the 

goal line before he saved Mason Mount’s penalty, and then pointed to the sky afterwards. 

Premier League footballers are not only physically fit but paid enormous sums of money so it’s 

good to see these people, who are often criticised when they do wrong because they are role 

models to young people, praying when you might expect them to put their trust in either or 

both of their physical prowess and wealth.  

A lot more people and different types of people pray than you might think. It reminds me of 

the Biblical prophet Elijah who, after a significant spiritual high, says that he might as well be 



dead because he is the only person in the country who follows God. God says, no you’re not, 

there are 7,000 of you! 

We can often feel isolated and weird when we pray but it isn’t just a handful of misfits who 

pray, there are many of us and some surprising people who pray. So, if you’re finding prayer 

hard going, be encouraged, you’re not on your own. And if you’ve not done so, try praying.  

Verse of the month:  

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. Philippians 4:6 

Find out more or download app at 

www.trypraying.org  

********************************************************* 

Emergency food supplies available:  

Text/ phone 07796 988302  Or pm Lorna Skelton on 

Middleham Residents Facebook page. Confidential 

Food Contributions: There is a collection box in St 

Alkelda’s, Middleham, if you are able to contribute 

an item or items of food for those in food need. Please leave them in the box at the back on 

the left as you go in. The doors are open daylight hours.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HELPLINE: Citizens Advice Money & Benefits Advice Service, N Yorks 

Call 0300 3031 598 Monday to Friday 9.00 to 4.00 
Email advice can be requested via the contact form on 

website cany.org.uk 
Citizens Advice Pop-up Desk at the Key Centre, Middleham:   

4th Thursday of the month 1.00pm to 2.30pm: Next is 30th June 
 

Extra Legal Help for North Yorkshire Residents … for those who need it to solve problems in 

their everyday lives, and support for those representing themselves in court.  Help with issues 

around housing, family and discrimination. 

Office Opening times 

Northallerton  Mon & Thur 10 – 2pm Hambleton: 277 High St  DL7 8DW. Tel: 01609 776551 

Richmond    Tuesday 10.00 – 14.00 Richmondshire: 23 Newbiggin DL10 4DX. 01748 823862 

www.citizensadvicehrs.org.uk 
  
Who is eligible for help? Anyone who is unable to afford 
their energy bills or worried about heating their home. 
People on low incomes or benefits Families with young 

children. Anyone with       physical or mental health issues. Phone 01609 767555 
 

http://www.trypraying.org/
https://www.cany.org.uk/Contact-us
http://cany.org.uk/
http://www.citizensadvicehrs.org.uk/


Middleham News 
Middleham Stables Open 
Day 2022  by Gail Burton Pye 

 
Good Friday saw the return of the 
annual Middleham Open Day 
which was organised and run by 
Racing Welfare to raise vital funds 
to support those working in the 
horseracing and thoroughbred 
breeding community. 

We had a fantastic turn out with 
just over 3500 individuals 
attending and feedback has been 
extremely positive both locally 

and from those visiting from further afield, with many people looking forward to returning to 
the area and to the Open Day next year. 

The day was a fantastic opportunity to showcase some of the best parts of the town and local 
area whilst also giving the general public the opportunity to have a behind the scenes look at 
the racing yards in and around the town.  The opening of the yards allowed the general public 
to meet with trainers, staff and horses where they would have had an opportunity to find out 
a little more about this amazing industry and the work that goes into getting racehorses to the 
racetrack. 

We appreciate that it can be a little disruptive 
for the residents of Middleham and I’d like to 
take this opportunity to thank you for your co-
operation and to those who volunteered for 
us.  However, after a two year hiatus it was 
great to be able to bring this event back to the 
community and to see the buzz back around 
the town & Low Moor once again and we 
hope you felt this too.    

We are looking forward to being able to do it 
all again with your support in 2023. 

If anyone has any feedback that they would 
like to share to help us improve on next year’s 
event we would very much like to hear this. 
Feedback can be emailed directly to myself at gburtonpye@racingwelfare.co.uk or please call 
into the office or phone me direct on 01969 624123.   
The Middleham office is open Mon-Fri 8am to 4pm.  
Best Wishes, Gail, Welfare Officer – Racing Welfare  

 

mailto:gburtonpye@racingwelfare.co.uk


Middleham and The Dales Local History Group 
There is no meeting in June, instead there will be a visit for members on Wednesday 22 June. 
The next talk will be Yorkshire Heroes at Waterloo on Tuesday 9 July at the Key Centre. 
For more information contact Tony Keates 01969 640436, dotandtonyk@btinternet.com 
 

WIMS – Women in Middleham 

On Thursday June 16th, fourteen members are visiting Newby Hall, Ripon. 

Tuesday 21st, June 21st, at 7pm, monthly meeting in Lady Anne Neville Room, Key Centre. Roy 

Gunson will speak on: 

"Pickering's Harem" - the remarkable group of female astronomers hired by Charles Edward 

Pickering between 1880 and 1919. 

 

TOWN COUNCILLOR WANTED – MIDDLEHAM: 1 vacancy 

If you would like to be considered, you are invited to send a 
written expression of interest to the Town Clerk’s office 
(either by letter or email 
to office@middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk) by midday on 
Wednesday 15 June 2022.  The vacancy will be filled by co-
option on Wednesday 22 June 2022.  Each candidate will be 
invited to say a few words about themselves at that meeting, 
which will be held at the Key Centre. 

For more details about eligibility, contact: 
David Keep, Town Clerk, Middleham Town Council,  
Middleham Key Centre, Park Lane, Middleham, DL8 4RA  Phone: 07531 580499 
Email: office@middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk Website: www.middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk  

 

Special Jubilee Services to celebrate the Queen’s reign 

 Thursday 2 June  6pm   Coverham Abbey 

 Sunday 5 June  10am   Thornton Steward Green 

     11am  East Witton Green 

     12pm   Middleham Castle 

 

mailto:dotandtonyk@btinternet.com
mailto:office@middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk
mailto:office@middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk
http://www.middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk/


 

Middleham Civic Burial Ground 
… is now open. 

Enquiries, including about reservations: Town Clerk and Burials Officer, Middleham Town 
Council, Middleham Key Centre, Park Lane, Middleham, DL8 4RA  
Email:  
office@middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk or phone:  07531 580499  
More information including fees:   https://middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk/civic-burial-ground/ 
All funeral bookings must be made through a funeral director. 

mailto:office@middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk
https://middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk/civic-burial-ground/


Middleham Castle  

Richard III Festival 2022 
 

July 2nd and 3rd 2022   
10:00 to 16:30 

 
Let Amicorum Living History Group transport 
you back to the life & times of King Richard III                               
  
Please see the Middleham Castle Facebook page 
about the event nearer the time 
You can buy tickets on the day and do not have to prebook. 
 
For day to day visits: Middleham Castle is free to Middleham residents. Please bring proof of 
address. 

 
 

Volunteers Needed – 
Middleham Jubilee 
 
Middleham Town Council and the Key 
Centre have organised a programme of 
events to celebrate the Jubilee in 
Middleham.   
 

We need volunteers to help as follows: 
 

• Thursday 2nd June: an after work crew to help put up and secure the marquee on the 
Sports Field and rope off parking areas 

• Friday 3rd June: a late afternoon crew to litter pick the sports field 
• Saturday 4th June: a mid-morning and an afternoon crew plus a van or vehicle and flat bed 

trailer to move tables from the Key Centre to the Market Square, set them up and take 
them back afterwards (around 4pm). 

• Plus a small crew to put up bunting around the Market Square and to take it down after. 
• Sunday 5th June: help with setting up, waiting at tables at the Key Centre Lunch, and some 

people to help tidying away and washing up afterwards. 
• Sunday 5th June or Monday 6th June: a crew to take down and stow away the marquee on 

the Sports field 
If you can help with any of these tasks to help the weekend events to happen, please contact 
Cllr Honor Byford or Pam Avison at the Key Centre: 01969 624002 or office@middleham-
key.co.uk with your name, contact number and which events/days you can help with. 

mailto:office@middleham-key.co.uk
mailto:office@middleham-key.co.uk


  



East Witton Parish Council’s plans to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

We hope you approve and more especially will join in.   It will be nothing without you. 

 

Thursday, June 2nd 9.45pm Lighting of the village beacon. 

The beacon will be half-way up the fell above Town End Farm.   

Meet at the top of the village green 9.15pm if you want to walk up to the beacon for the 

lighting ceremony.  For the less mobile you will be able to see it from the village green.  

 

Friday, June 3rd The great village door decoration 

Get busy decorating your front door…Jubilee-themed or anything you fancy. Judging will take 

place on Sunday. 

Sunday, June 5th Community celebrations 

11am  Open air church service on the village green.  

12.15pm Lunch on the green     

1pm  Children’s games plus decorated door judging 

1.30pm Walk around the Fell 

3pm  Village photo  

3.15pm      Afternoon Tea 

 All villagers, friends and families are invited to lunch on the green.  But the organisers need to 

know how many to cater for.     If you want to come, please e-mail rmwellsew14@gmail.com 

with name and how many.   Cost will be £10 each.   

COFFEE DROP-IN 
Pop in for coffee and chat at the Coffee Drop-Ins, in The Parish Room, East Witton, 
on Wednesdays 1st and 27th of June 

mailto:rmwellsew14@gmail.com


 Coverdale News 

Coverdale Book Club 
Our next meeting is on Tuesday June 14th at 11am when we will be 
discussing The Uncommon Reader by Alan Bennett, giving the session a 
Jubilee Flavour. 
July 12th  A Short History of Tractors in Ukrainian by Marina Lewycka 

 August 9th Unsettled Ground by Claire Fuller 

All meetings are being held in The Forresters Arms, Carlton.Everyone welcome 
please email: dinah@travelcounsellors.com 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Service of Thanksgiving  

for Her Majesty’s 70 year reign 
Thursday 2nd June at 6pm at Coverham Abbey 

All welcome 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Holy Trinity Church, Coverham 

11am on Sunday 12th June, 2022 

All are welcome at our annual Trinity Sunday 

service at Holy Trinity church. 

                              * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Date for your diary: Wild Flowers and Art Festival at Coverham Abbey – weekend of 7 – 9 
October. More details to follow. 

mailto:dinah@travelcounsellors.com


 



Thornton Steward News: Thornton Steward    Jubilee festivities  

2nd – 5th June 2022 

The fun begins on Thursday evening when the 

beacon will be lit at 9.45pm along with 

hundreds of other beacons across the UK and 

the commonwealth.  We will be congregating in 

the village to watch the beacon being lit and to 

raise a toast to her majesty.   

Sunday the 5th 

Service of Thanksgiving on the Green  at 10am 

to give thanks for Her Majesty’s 70 years of 

service, which will be followed later by: 

The Big Jubilee Lunch, the village will be transformed to host the street party, with food, 

music and games, watch out for your invitation through your letterbox for details of how to 

take part.   

The Jubilee weekend also coincides with the first Saturday in the month, when the Institute, 

as usual, will be open from 7.30pm for a social get-together.   

For more details please visit the Thornton Steward Facebook page:    

https://www.facebook.com/groups/908155472988654/ 

 

Wensleydale Filling Station [Every second Friday - not August /Jan]  

Thornborough Hall, Moor Road, Leyburn   DL8 5AB        7.00 – 9.00pm 
 
These are monthly meetings where we can celebrate our Christian faith in an 
informal manner and provide an opportunity to hear more about the love of 
God for our lives. 
Next Meeting: Friday 10th June  
Speaker: Brian Wilson, Sheffield 
http://thefillingstation.org.uk/station/wensleydale/  
Contact: 07714 204024  mikehirst3@gmail.com 

 

RIPON CATHEDRAL Golden Wedding Service: 
3.30pm Sunday 12th June, Ripon Cathedral 

If you are celebrating your Golden Wedding or a longer time 
together, you are invited to a service of thanksgiving and 
blessing, to renew your vows and to celebrate your many 
years of married life. For tickets please phone: 01765 603462 
or send your name and address to: Mrs T Knockton, The Chapter House, Ripon Cathedral, Ripon 
HG4 1QT. Everyone is welcome regardless of where you got married/ live now. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/908155472988654/
http://thefillingstation.org.uk/station/wensleydale/
mailto:mikehirst3@gmail.com


 

The Parish of Middleham with Coverdale, East Witton and Thornton Steward 

                    ‘Jervaulx Churches’ 

 

Private Prayer in Church:  Our churches are open daily for private prayer.  

Parish e-services:  Sundays  - a weekly email service of worship 

Wednesdays - a weekly email reflection Please email jervaulxliz@gmail.com for details. 

Sunday Worship – everyone is welcome to all of our services 
 

Thursday 2 June 6pm  Jubilee Service Coverham Abbey 

Sunday 5 June  10am  Jubilee Service Thornton Steward Green  

     11am  Jubilee Service East Witton Green  

     12pm  Jubilee Service Middleham Castle 

Sunday 12 June 11am  Coverham Church Holy Communion 
Special united parish service for Trinity Sunday 

Sunday 19 June 9.30am  Middleham Church Holy Communion 

     3pm  East Witton Church BCP Evensong  

 Sunday 26 June 9.30am Middleham Church Holy Communion  

     11am East Witton Church Holy Communion 

Weddings/ Funerals/ Christenings/ Confirmation 

For more information please get in touch with the rectors, Jeff or Liz: 01969 326069 – or via 

contact details at end of Bridge. 

Christenings take place during the main Sunday services 

 

Methodist Services in Coverdale in April: 
Sunday 5 June   10.30am  Carlton Chapel  Rev Melanie Reed 
Sunday 12 June 6.30pm Melmerby Chapel   Allen Dinsdale 
Sunday 19 June 10.30am Carlton Chapel Anniversary Service
         led by Andrew Fagg 
    6.30pm  Concert by East Witton Male Voice Cr 
Sunday 26 June 6.30pm   Melmerby Chapel  L Haythornthwaite 

Walk with Jesus, witness to others, worship the Lord 



Biodiversity in our parish: 

English Bluebells, Spanish Bluebells  

You may have been enjoying bluebells in some of the 
wooded areas of our parish recently. When I say 
bluebells, I really mean English bluebells (left) which 
have delicate drooping heads, a fragrant smell, are a 
beautiful deep violet blue in colour, and are loved by 
bees, butterflies and hoverflies, providing them with 
spring nectar and pollen. They are native to the UK, 
protected in law (ie you can’t pick, uproot or destroy 
bluebells), and their presence is often an indication of an 
ancient woodland.  There’s nothing like a spring walk in a 
bluebell wood. 

But you may also have 
come across Spanish 
bluebells. These are a 
lighter blue, more 
upright, and have more 

of a ‘star’ shape (right). 

Spanish bluebells are not a native species and were introduced 
to this country in Victorian times. Carol Klein, on a gardening 
programme recently was digging up the Spanish bluebells she 
found in her garden. Apparently they are threatening the 
native species because they spread so readily (unlike English 
bluebells which take about 5 years from seed to bulb). In 
addition, cross breeding is leading to hybrids and there are 
worries that the English bluebell might become extinct in the 
longer term. Apart from the tragedy of losing this beautiful 
flower, this would also be a problem because English bluebells 
flower slightly earlier than Spanish bluebells, providing a 
valuable early nectar source for our pollinators.  

I have been surprised to learn that while it is not an offence to have Spanish bluebells on your 
land (sometimes they just appear), planting them in your garden or allowing them to spread 
into the wild is against the law, and carries a potential fine of £5,000. The advice on their 
removal is to do so carefully – dig up the bulbs but don’t put them on the compost heap as 
they’ll survive and spread – the RHS advice on getting rid of the bluebells is to ‘consign them 
to a black plastic sack and leave for a year before composting.’ 

Sadly, as well as the threat from hybridisation with non-native species, the English bluebell is 
under threat from habitat destruction. Bluebells can take years to recover from the damage 
caused by trampling, and if their leaves are crushed they can be weakened (as they can no 
longer photosynthesise). Meanwhile let’s enjoy our walks in the bluebell woods – it’s food for 
the soul. 



As summer approaches we prepare to say goodbye to year 11 

The biggest event happening at Wensleydale School & Sixth Form right now is of course the 

start of exam season with lots of 

anxious students revising hard and 

everyone else having to stay quiet in 

the corridors! 

We are so proud of our fellow students 

who have gone through such an 

important period of their education 

with Covid ever-present. They have 

persevered through an unprecedented 

level of disruption and we hope they 

get fantastic results to help them sail 

as smoothly as possible into the next stage of their lives. 

On top of GCSEs, year 11 students have been hitting some other big goals lately. Our art 

teacher Miss Webb said their final art pieces were excellent. In cadets, after they completed 

skills at arms training, their instructor said that it took them two days to do what it takes at 

least two weeks for new recruits to learn. Other big achievements include Cheer and riding 

competitions. 

For anyone not aware, Wensleydale School & Sixth Form runs one of the country’s most 

ambitious extra-curricular timetables with more than 50 different activities on offer from 

climbing to music, psychology to graphic art, planning a school festival, horse-riding sailing and 

even journalism - hence this article. 

 

For the rest of the school, life continues as usual with a few 

exciting things on the horizon. 

Our serial fundraiser is back with another project. After 

raising money to raise a new school flag, teaching 

assistant Mr Watkins is now hand-making a rocking-horse 

to raffle off to raise money for the school enrichment 

programme. 

The artisan rocking horse is set to take more than 100 hours with 25 layers of plywood. 



Mrs Polley, our headteacher, said the school was really grateful to Mr Watkins. 

“This is the second fundraising initiative he has single-handedly spear-headed,” she said. “The 

funds he will raise are much needed to enable us to launch an even more ambitious 

enrichment programme in September and build on the amazing work that staff and students 

are doing.” 

Mr Watkins added: “I have made rocking horses as a hobby and I wanted to contribute to the 

school funds. I expect to do more in the future as the school is such an important part of our 

community and the enrichment programme helps to build students’ confidence and life skills.” 

Students from Wensleydale School and 

Sixth Form have also been invited to 

bring their families along for crêpes, 

baguettes and croissants at the Key 

Centre in Middleham from 10am to 

midday on Saturday 11 June. The petit 

déjeuner is organised by the Middleham 

Twinners, who have been forming 

strong links between Middleham and 

Agincourt in France for 40 years. The 

aim is to attract lots of new young 

families to get involved and to raise 

money to help send them to France for a family exchange programme. Jane and Peter Cole 

from the association came in to visit the school newspaper team and explained that you do 

not have to speak French to get involved. “Going on this trip you learn a lot about French 

culture and you can also help teach the French families about English culture,” Mrs Cole said. 

As the twinning trips have been going so long, many of the children of the original families 

have now grown up and gone on to study languages at university. 

That’s it from us for this month. We’ll be back with an update in June - and more on our 

inaugural school festival. 

************************************************************************** 

 Sunday 26 June 3:00pm  
at Richmond School 
Elgar’s evocation of the age of chivalry, 
‘Froissart’ opens the concert, before 
pianist Barbara White performs 

Schumann's Piano Concerto. Rimsky-Korsakov's depiction of Arabian fairytales told by the 
beautiful Scheherazade. 
Adults £12   Under-18s free Tickets available on the door or 
via www.richmondshireorchestra.org.uk 
 

 

http://www.richmondshireorchestra.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

Mrs Mann (headteacher)           Middleham: 01969 623592 Spennithorne:  01969 623474 

Here are some of the things that have been happening recently at The Federation of 

Middleham (VA) & Spennithorne (VC) CE Primary Schools. 

SATS: This half term our Year 2 and Year 6 

children have been truly amazing during 

their SATs. They have persevered, been 

resilient and also encouraged and 

supported one. Well done to each and 

every one of you, we are proud of you all. 

(Left: Year 6 children) 

Staffing Update  
After 31 years, the wonderful Mrs Ramsay 

has decided that, at the end of the school year she is going to retire. Mrs Ramsay has 

contributed so much to the life of Spennithorne School and to so many individuals. Although I 

have only worked with Mrs Ramsay for a short time, I will look back on this time with fond 

memories. Thank you, Mrs Ramsay for all that you have done for The Federation of 

Middleham & Spennithorne Schools community. We wish you all the very best as you plan 

your retirement. 

Some visitors…. 

 

Children in Rabbits class were very excited when Jack’s mum brought some gorgeous goats to 
school. We all thoroughly enjoyed the experience and were keen to learn about the goats and 
how to look after them. A big thank you to Jack’s mummy from Rabbits class. 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=middleham+school+phone+number&ie=UTF-8&oe=
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=spennithorne+school+phone+number&sxsrf=APq-WBvWSSBPsG56SUC8Pj0I-h4dTgj4jw%3A1648580303590&ei=z1ZDYvTXI4y9gQa_v4CYCg&ved=0ahUKEwi0-4ObgOz2AhWMXsAKHb8fAKMQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=spennithorne+school+phone+number&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBQgAEKIEMgUIABCiBDoECAAQDToGCAAQBxAeSgQIQRgASgQIRhgAUABY-yBgiyRoA3ABeACAAaoBiAHEDJIBAzkuN5gBAKABAcABAQ&sclient=gws-wiz


Bird notes from Richard Wells 

 

In 2021, chez Wells was privileged to play host to a pair of 

spotted flycatchers.  The nest was among the branches of a 

clematis at the side of an outbuilding and two young were 

raised.   After a couple of false alarms in previous years we 

were delighted. 

So you can imagine our joy when in mid-May 2022 the male 

and female returned, aiming, we hope, to do the same 

again.   Well, we are assuming they are the same birds, one 

of them at least.  They have been nest-prospecting in the 

very same clematis so must know something is right about 

it.  Extraordinary isn’t it, a bird smaller than a sparrow 

travelling to spend the winter in mid-Africa and then 

making the same journey back unscathed? 

We’ve also got a couple of pairs 

of swallows on eggs, the most we 

have had for four or five years, 

so things here are pretty 

encouraging.   

The dry spell in the first half of 

May, following a very dry April, 

has made life difficult for our 

insect and worm eaters.  The first 

swifts were not seen over East 

Witton until May 10, more than a 

week later than is normal.  And it 

was 

glorious to hear a male song thrush singing his heart out on the 

morning after a long-awaited deluge in mid-May.  His days of hard 

graft and even harder soil were about to get a whole load easier.  

Finally, someone reported seeing a family party of mallard on the river 

at Cover Bridge, numbering one very busy mother and 19 – yes 19 – 

ducklings.  They haven’t all survived alas but that is a colossal number 

of young to support. I don’t think I have ever heard of a larger number. 

 

Your reports are always welcome at rmwellsew14@gmail.com    

mailto:rmwellsew14@gmail.com


Middleham Key Centre  

Park Lane, Middleham DL8 4RA 01969 624002 

Email:  office@middleham-key.co.uk 
www.middlehamkeycentre.co.uk 

 
We are an information point & have a selection of brochures of the surrounding area including 

bus timetables.  We have recycling boxes, paper/cardboard bags available and green gardening 

bags for sale.   

HM Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee in Middleham 

From June 2nd a full weekend of celebration of the HM Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee. 

 Full itinerary can be found earlier in Bridge.  

Sunday 5th June - Middleham residents are invited to attend a lunch at The Key Centre at 

1.00pm. Tickets are available now to pick up from the office 

 

Citizens Advice Pop-up Desk:  4th Thursday of the month 1.00pm to 2.30pm: Next is 30th June 

Yoga Class:   Tuesdays at 6.30pm – 8.00pm.  For further details or to book a place, contact with 

Karen on 07825 554284 

‘T’ in the Afternoon: Wednesdays 2.00pm – 3.30pm in the Garden room.  All welcome and bring 

a craft if you wish. Everyone welcome. 

Coffee Mornings: On Saturdays in The Garden room 10.30am – 12noon.  Everyone welcome.  

Middleham Quilters:  Every Monday 11.00am – 2.30pm.  Welcomes new members.   

Over 60s Luncheon Club: Every Thursday at 12noon.  Ring 01969 624002 to book or inform us 

you can’t attend. 

Women in Middleham: Tuesday 21st June at 7.00pm in Lady Anne Neville room.  Lecture: 

“Pickering Harem” speaker Roy Gunson.   For further details ring Liz Stocker on 01969 625260 

Antique & Collectors’ Fair   Sunday 26th June 10.00am – 4.00pm Refreshments available. 

Our Book Swap is working well and has a lot of choice, but we can only accept paperbacks in 

reasonable condition.  Thank you. 

Middleham Town Council:  Council meeting Wednesday 22nd June 

office@middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk  Tel: 07531 580499 during office hours. 

www.middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk    

Community Police:  If you need to contact our local PCSO ring 101 or we can contact them. 

The Key Centre now has a dedicated BT Super-Fast Broadband line. If you are looking for an 
office, storage space, or kitchen use, contact us to come and see what is available.    
The Hair Shoppe - To make your appointment ring Claire on 01969 624401 
 

 Leyburn Group: u3a Group: at the Arts and 

Community Centre, Leyburn  

Fri June 17th: The Nidderdale Moorland Group  
Fri July 15th: William Wilberforce –  
a talk by his ancestor Mary Wilberforce. 
Fri August 19th From Scalpel to Spade - Helen Neave. 

mailto:office@middleham-key.co.uk
http://www.middlehamkeycentre.co.uk/
mailto:office@middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk
http://www.middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk/


LEYBURN ARTS & COMMUNITY CENTRE  

Tickets / Info: 01969 624510    leyburnartscentre.com 
All tickets must be bought in advance – phone the office Mon-Fri 1-4pm) 

 
CINEMA (£6  or  60+/U18  £5) 
 FRI   3 June 6pm  Death on the Nile  (12A) 2hrs 7m 
 FRI  10 June 6pm Riders of Justice  (15) 1hr 56m 
 FRI  17 June 6pm The Electrical Life of Louis Wain  (12A) 1hr 51m 

    FRI  24 June 6pm The Public  (15) 1hr 59m 
OTHER  EVENTS 
WED  8 JUNE  2pm to 4pm  Poetry Workshop   £20 
Includes Tea/Coffee & Biscuits. Proceeds to be shared with the Alzheimer’s Association and 
the Ukrainian Appeal.  
WED  8 JUNE  7pm to 9pm  Poetry Evening   Donations Only 
With John Anderson and Tony Scully. Proceeds to be shared with the Alzheimer’s Association 
and the Ukrainian Appeal. 
THU  21 JULY  7pm  Prima Facie   £12 
Live event cinema starring Jodie Comer. Recorded Live at London’s West End. 
  

The Old School House, Leyburn 

CELEBRATING HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN’S  

‘PLATINUM JUBILEE’ at Leyburn Arts and Community Centre 
There will be a special exhibition of the winning entries of  

The Jubilee Creative Arts Competition for children –  

Come and see their art work, poetry and stories 

Now until Sunday June 12th  

 

 
 
Leyburn 40S WEEKEND CANCELLED 
The directors of Leyburn and Mid Wensleydale Partnership Ltd have regretfully made the 
decision to cancel the Leyburn 40s Weekend which had been planned for 22-24 July.Director 
and Leyburn Town Council chairman Richard Sanderson says "This was a very difficult decision 
for us but stand bookings were not coming in so the sums were not adding up. We also had 
logistical issues including a lack of volunteer stewards. We will review the situation next year 
and we hope to revive the event which has been much enjoyed in the past.  It would help us 
make a favourable decision if anyone willing to help gets in touch with us via the Leyburn Town 
Council office.” Further information contact Gerald Hodgson  geraldhodgson7@gmail.com 

mailto:geraldhodgson7@gmail.com


 



Which bridge? 

 

Answer at the end of ‘Bridge’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Bridge: 
Please send any items to: jervaulxliz@gmail.com by the deadline: Sunday 19th June. 

Please note that this will be a double issue for July and August.  

 

It may sometimes be necessary to edit articles. Sometimes space is limited so not all articles 
can be included. Please note: The views expressed in the articles are those of the author. 

 

ADVERTS 
If you would like to advertise in Bridge, please contact bridgemagazine@outlook. 

There is a small fee which contributes to our ability to produce/ distribute Bridge for free. 

 

CARE PROVIDERS 

❖ PREMIERE CARE – Family run private domiciliary care agency supporting our clients with a 
bespoke home care service. Based in Leyburn, we provide hourly care locally and live-in care to 
clients across Yorkshire. For an informal chat about our service please call one of our management 
team on 01969 622499. 

❖ The MILLINGS RESIDENTIAL CAREHOME, North End, Bedale. Rated as Outstanding by CQC our 
family owned carehome, based in beautiful surroundings, puts you at the heart of our care. Call us 
anytime on 01677 423635 or visit our website www.residential-homes.net 
 

BUILDERS/ SERVICES FOR THE HOME 

❖ STONESCAPES HARD LANDSCAPING AND BUILDING All aspects of traditional building works 
including barn conversions, roofing, porches, extensions, underpinning.  Patios, paths, driveways, 
walls, dry stone walling, steps, excavations, fencing, turfing, low maintenance gardens.  Frank 
Johnston 01969 640457 or  07803 735000  www.stonescapes.com                     email 
frank@stonescapes.com 

❖ P H MACHIN LTD. Plumbing and Heating Engineers serving Leyburn and the Dales. GASSAFE Reg. 
Oftec Reg. WRAS reg. Biomass approved. All aspects of plumbing and heating covered: Boiler & 
central heating installations, full bathrooms and wet rooms, inc disabled wet room adaptions. 

mailto:jervaulxliz@gmail.com
http://www.residential-homes.net/
http://www.stonescapes.com/
mailto:frank@stonescapes.com


Power flushing central heating systems, unvented hot water cylinders, air & ground source heat 
pumps, underfloor heating systems. Grant G-one. 01748 833316. email: 
audrey.machin@btinternet.com 

❖ THE DALES SWEEP - MARTIN TRADEWELL  A member of the Guild of Master Sweeps. A prompt, 
reliable service from your experienced Dales sweep. Qualified & insured. Bird guards/cowls fitted. 
Sweeping Coverdale, Wensleydale & Swaledale. Phone: 01969 640099. 

❖ ARTISAN LOCKSMITHS your local locksmith in Bedale - Looking for domestic and commercial 
locksmiths? Call the local locksmiths at Artisan Locksmiths on 07595 749 763 for services in Bedale 
and across North Yorkshire. 

❖ TheLogCompany.com SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS. Your local supplier of the finest quality kiln 
dried, hardwood & softwood logs with free delivery. Log stores, kindling, briquettes, smokeless 
fuels, fire bowls and wood fired hot tubs available to buy and hire! Order online 
TheLogCompany.com www.TheLogCompany.com or call 01748 889298 

 

HEALTH 

❖ ANDREW R. WAITES MSSCh.Dip.Pod.Med.MBChA.IOSH.PJ - Podiatry Clinic - Appointments 
available with Rosemary Gunner S.A.C. Dip. FHP 01969 623189 to book.  5 Market Place, Leyburn 
DL85BJ (Next door to Kim's Coffee Shop) 

❖ THE HEALING COLLECTIVE Encouraging health & wellbeing with a range of therapies including 
Counselling, Reiki, Bach Remedies, Reflexology, Indian Head Massage and EFT(‘tapping’).We can 
also treat animals of all shapes and sizes with problem behaviours. Coach House, Berry's Farm 
Shop and Cafe, Swinithwaite, DL8 4UH.  
Tel: 0845 474 2383 or 07981 908717 Website:  www.healingcollective.co.uk e mail: 
info@healingcollective.co.uk  
 

PRE-SCHOOL 

❖ Kidz Day Nursery & Preschool – Places for children 3 month to 8 years. Open 51 weeks per year. 
7.30 – 18.00. Before and After school club, and holiday club. Contact us to arrange a show round 
of this amazing setting  
01969 622833  or email info@kidzdaynurserymiddleham.co.uk 
 

❖ Harmby Under 5’s Pre-School based at Spennithorne School.  We have funded places available 
for 2, 3- & 4-year olds.  Our Ofsted report was rated 'Good' in March 2017.  We have qualified, 
experienced staff.  We are open daily in term time from 8.45am - 3.15pm. Contact us on 07708 
305805 or email harmbyunderfives@gmail.com 

 

LOCAL SHOPS 

❖ CENTRAL STORES, Middleham.  Grocers, Newsagents + Off Licence Open "Till Late" everyday.  
(01969) 623224 

❖ VICTORIA’S LINGERIE Stockists of Fantasie, Triumph, Sloggi, Freya & many more. Free fitting 
service. 11 High St. Leyburn. 01969 622102. 

❖ HOUSE and HOME Market Place, Leyburn.  HOUSE and HOME Town Hall, Leyburn HARDWARE, 
Gardening Items, Tools, GIFTS, Camping & Caravan Accessories.  Plus the biggest TOYSHOP in the 
area.  Tel. (01969) 622150.  

 

LEGAL/FINANCIAL 

mailto:audrey.machin@btinternet.com
http://www.thelogcompany.com/
http://www.healingcollective.co.uk/
mailto:info@healingcollective.co.uk
mailto:info@kidzdaynurserymiddleham.co.uk
mailto:harmbyunderfives@gmail.com


❖ WENSLEYDALE PAYROLL – a bespoke payroll service to small businesses.  Tel: 07810 521982 or 
email wensleydalepayroll@outlook.com      www.wensleydalepayroll.co.uk 

❖ DAWN CLARKSON ASSOCIATES Accountants and Business Advisors. Established reputation for 
serving small businesses. Tel: 01969 624999 www.dawnclarkson.co.uk. 

❖ JOHN G HILLS & PARTNERS - Our team of qualified chartered surveyors, valuers, land and estate 
agents are happy to advise on all land and property related matters including: Property sales, 
valuations and surveys, estate management and lettings, landlord and tenant, rent reviews, agri-
environment schemes & planning and development. 01969 623109  www.jghills.com 
 

CAFES/ LOCAL ATTRACTIONS 

❖ THE WENSLEYDALE EXPERIENCE. Yurts, Berry's Farm Shop & Cafe, Dales Walks, Farm Tours, 
Events and more! We launched our own Yurt so you can come and experience the best of the 
Yorkshire Dales. Or visit our award-winning food and farm shop!  The Wensleydale Experience is 
about giving you the chance to experience the best of the Yorkshire Dales. Everything we do is 
focused on sharing with you a sense of who we are, & what it feels like to live and work in 
Wensleydale. enquiry@wensleydale-experience.com 

 

TRAVEL SERVICES 

❖ DINAH@TRAVELCOUNSELLORS.COM “Your Local Travel Agent” serving the Dales and Beyond. Full 

financial protection. Quality independent service nearly 40 years’ experience. Call Dinah on 01969 

678060 or email. 

 

ANSWER: Which bridge? Alnwick Bridge, Northumberland 

     

Contacts:  

Revs Jeff and Liz:  01969 326069  jervaulxjeff@gmail.com    jervaulxliz@gmail.com    

Churchwardens:   

Middleham – Margaret Brabban 01969 624388;   

East Witton & Thornton Steward: Mary Fawbert 01969 623007/ Karen Newsam 01969 622395;   

Coverdale: Anne Readshaw 01969 640448  

Methodist Minister: Rev Melanie Reed: 01969 623818;      RC priest: Fr Michael: 01969 623141 
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