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Bridge over Cover with ‘Tarzan swing’ 

 
Please cascade ‘Bridge’ to others. 

Please email jervaulxliz@gmail.com if you would like to be added to the mailing list. 

 

 

 

If you have any photos of bridges in the parish, please send them to jervaulxliz@gmail.com 
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Letter from the Rectory – Rev Liz 

When I was 20, I stood in the stands of the Olympic 

stadium in Munich, and fantasised about winning a gold 

medal in the 200m. (That was my best event at school.) I 

loved running – probably still 

would if I didn’t have to look 

after my back. But I also love 

watching athletics and seeing the excellence of the human body. Who are your 

athletic heroes? Or sporting heroes generally if athletics isn’t your thing?  A few 

of mine are Dina Asher-Smith, Usain Bolt, Jessica Ennis-Hill, Mo Farrah, David 

Wear and Kriss Akabussi. 

I don’t think I’d have made it as a professional athlete. I don’t like early 

mornings, and I don’t like pain. And I don’t think I would have liked being away 

from my family. The athletes that we will see competing in Tokyo later this 

month will have made many sacrifices to strive for excellence. I am looking forward to seeing the results of 

their hard work. No doubt there will be joys and sorrows – but hopefully they will all give their best. 

In my list of athletic heroes above I include Kriss Akabussi, an athlete from days gone by. He was a great 

character – his laugh was epic. But I admire him for two reasons – one, he didn’t give up, and two, he was a 

great team player. His performances in relays are legendary – and eventually, well into his career, he was 

part of the team that won a 4x400m World gold medal. Kriss, a 400m hurdler rather than a 400m sprinter, 

was on the last leg of the race. In an awe-inspiring run, he beat the 400m world champion – at the age of 

32! Here’s the link – I think it’s still spine-tingling: https://youtu.be/9a1r9NC_Po0 

Not many of us will be Olympic athletes – but we can all strive for excellence in something – practical 

things like cooking or cleaning or gardening, or the way we approach our work, or excellence in our 

relationships – being a better son or 

daughter or parent or friend, or striving for 

more excellence in our character. And, like in 

athletics, it can require hard work and self-

discipline, and a determination not to give 

up, like Kriss. And it might help us if we know 

that others will benefit from our excellence -

as Kriss was inspired by running for others. 

For some of you reading this, knowing that 

God is cheering you on in your striving for 

excellence will also be important – it being 

part of Jesus’s promise that he came that we 

might have life to the full – and part of that is being the best that we can be. 

We can take some inspiration from the athletes that we see at the Olympic games. I hope you enjoy 

watching them. I’ll be glued to the track and field events, especially the 200m! 

Verses of the month: 1 Corinthians 9: 25-7 Every competitor in athletic events goes into serious training. 
Athletes will take tremendous pains—for a fading crown of leaves. But our contest is for an eternal crown 
that will never fade. 

26-27 I run the race then with determination. I am no shadow-boxer, I really fight! I am my body’s sternest 

master, for fear that when I have preached to others I should myself be disqualified. 

 



Emergency food supplies available:  
Text/ phone 07796 988302  Or pm Lorna Skelton on 

Middleham Residents Facebook page. Confidential 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HELPLINE: Citizens Advice Money & Benefits Advice Service, N Yorks 
Call 0300 3031 598 Monday to Friday 9.00 to 4.00 

Email advice can be requested via the contact form on website cany.org.uk 
 

Extra Legal Help for North Yorkshire Residents 

… for those who need it to solve problems in their everyday lives, and support for 
those representing themselves in court.  Three newly recruited legal advisers are 

already helping clients with issues around housing, family and discrimination. 

Office Opening times 

Citizens Advice Offices in Mid-North Yorkshire are open for emergencies or for clients unable to access online 
or telephone support. 

Northallerton  Monday & Thursday 10.00 – 14.00 

Hambleton Office: 277 High Street, Northallerton, DL7 8DW. Tel: 01609 776551 

Richmond    Tuesday 10.00 – 14.00  

Richmondshire Office: 23 Newbiggin, Richmond, DL10 4DX. Tel: 01748 823862 

www.citizensadvicehrs.org.uk 
 

FOODBANK SUPPORT 
If you would like to contribute to the food bank in Richmondshire – please place items (as 

stated on the can, left) – in boxes located in the following parts of the parish: 
The Grange, East Witton;  

Top of drive to Coverham Abbey 
Applegarth House, Leyburn Road, Middleham 

 
Thanks to Jo Harrison-Topham and Harriet Corner for organising these collections which 

will go to the Store House which is based in Richmond at Influence Church. 
 

And thanks to everyone who contributes so that hungry families have something to eat. 

Hear To Help Just B 
Just B is offering emotional wellbeing support to people in the Harrogate 
District, Hambleton and Richmondshire, with the ‘Hear to Help’ phoneline.  
Available to anyone who may be dealing with anxiety/low mood etc -  
children, young people, and adults. Available seven days a week, 8am-8pm.  

Call (01423) 856 799. Calls charged at local rates/ may vary on time of day/maybe inc in your call package.  

 

Support with Mental Health – for yourself and for others 

We can all need support at some time or other, and this past year has been 
especially challenging for many people. 
Support and advice for mental health is available and more information can be 
found by following this link - https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/nhs-voluntary-
charity-services/charity-and-voluntary-services/get-help-from-mental-health-
helplines/ 

 
 
 

https://www.cany.org.uk/Contact-us
http://cany.org.uk/
http://www.citizensadvicehrs.org.uk/
https://justb.org.uk/hear-to-help/
https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/nhs-voluntary-charity-services/charity-and-voluntary-services/get-help-from-mental-health-helplines/
https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/nhs-voluntary-charity-services/charity-and-voluntary-services/get-help-from-mental-health-helplines/
https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/nhs-voluntary-charity-services/charity-and-voluntary-services/get-help-from-mental-health-helplines/


Coverdale Book Club   
Our next meeting is on Tuesday July 13th at 11am when we will 

be discussing The Dream That Held Us by Rhiannon Jenkins Tsang. 

In the following month we are meeting on Tuesday August 10th at 11am 

when we will be discussing Becoming by Michelle Obama. 

All meetings are being held in The Foresters Arms, Carlton. If you’d like to 

join us, please email martindstott@gmail.com 

  

Bible Book Club  
Saturday September 25 at 11.30am – 12.30pm.  We’ll be looking at Daniel. 

We’ll be meeting at Applegarth House, Leyburn Road, Middleham (outdoors 

if the weather is nice) if you’d like to join us 

 
 
Leyburn Library Services 
 
CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES RETURN –  
Look on our Library Facebook page 
 
STORYTIME  
- alternate Saturday mornings 10.30 – 11.15am 
Stories and Craft activities for 0-5 year olds  
Saturdays 3,17, 31 July, Saturday 14 & 28 August 
 
BUZZY BEE for 0-4 year olds has started - collect your Goody 

bag when you register, stickers and cards to collect every time you visit the library and take books home to 
read  
 
SUMMER READING CHALLENGE  for 4-11 year olds is back again this year, from 10 July to 14 September - 
theme of Wild World Heroes - more information will be coming to your Primary School soon! 
 
LIBRARY OPEN FOR BROWSING 
Mondays 10am-12pm and 2pm-4pm  Tuesdays 10am-12pm and 2.30pm-4.30pm 
Fridays 10am-3pm    Saturdays 10am-12pm 
Come to the door of the library in the corridor and you will be very welcome if no more than 6 customers are 
in the library already. 
 
PUBLIC COMPUTER SESSIONS 
Mondays: 45 minute sessions at 2pm & 3pm           
Tuesday and Friday: 45 minute sessions at 12.30 & 13.30  
All must be pre-booked – phone: 01609 535971. Socially-distanced tech advice is available on Tuesdays. 
 
Leyburn Library is still offering Select and Collect Service for customers who would prefer not to browse: you 
can reserve books online via your library account, or phone us on 01609 535971 to tell us what you would like 
and to arrange a collection time. An answerphone is available if engaged or out of hours. 
Books can be returned anytime that volunteers are in the library.  
We look forward to seeing you. 
 

 

mailto:martindstott@gmail.com


New Burial Ground construction, 
Middleham 
On Monday 14 June Gavin Smith Ltd commenced 
construction of a stone wall and paved footpath 
for the Town’s new burial ground adjoining the 
existing churchyard on the open space behind 
Park Lane.  At some point, it will be necessary to 
close footpath 14 that runs across the site for up 
to 5 days when the path is constructed.  Details 
of this closure will be advertised. 
During construction, which may take 4 to 6 
weeks, please take care when accessing the area 
as equipment and vehicles may be in use. 

David Keep, Town Clerk 
 

Nathan (left) and Gavin on site 
 

Middleham churchyard is full (with the exception of one or two reserved plots), so the new cemetery will 
provide space for those who wish to be buried locally. The cemetery will be council run. 
Interment of ashes is still possible in the churchyard for residents in the parish and those with a qualifying 
connection with the parish. 

 

Middleham Bridge closure 
  
North Yorkshire County Council will be undertaking 
essential highway maintenance at Middleham Bridge. The 
work will entail repointing areas of the northwest turret 
where excess movement at the interface between the 
parapet and the turret has caused the mortar to crack. 
The works are currently programmed to commence on 5th 
July and may last for up to 3 days. Every effort will be 
made to complete the works as quickly as possible in order 
to minimise disruption. We appreciate that the diversion 

route is rather large, unfortunately, due to the nature of this bridge and surrounding roads, there is no other 
viable option, as we cannot divert traffic down a class of roads lower than the one closed. 
  
The works will be carried out between the hours of 8 am and 6 pm, however, we will be unable to open the 
bridge out of hours due to the narrow width. Pedestrian access will not be permitted. 

 

Women in Middleham 

Covid restrictions permitting we are aiming to restart our monthly meetings on 

Tuesday, September 21 at 7pm in the Key Centre, Middleham. We are also 

aiming to return to activities such as lunches, trips to places of interest and 

charity coffee mornings. 

We are organising two lunches on:  

Thursday 22, July at Middlemoor Farm; Thursday 19 August at The Wellington 

Heifer, Ainderby Steeple 

(travel will be by car). If you wish to go please contact Kim on 01969 326045 as 

soon as possible. (Middlemoor is already full). We will be delighted to see 

anyone who wishes to become a member of Women in Middleham, please 

watch this space.    Looking forward to seeing you all in the near future. 



Messy Boots News: 
I have become a freelance Level 3 Qualified Forest 
School leader "Wild With Nature" which has now 
landed me a full time job running 9 sessions a 
week in several local primary schools. I am 
promoting a programme with mental health at the 
core, involving lots of whittling, hammering, tree 
identification, den building and campfires to build 
an ongoing 
respect for 
nature.  
Due to the 
increased 

workload I was unsure how to fit Messy Boots in, but after much 
deliberation, I am very pleased to announce we are back! We had our first 
session on  
Wednesday morning (9.30 - 11.30am) with lots new faces attending 
coming from as far as Hawes, so I feel there is very much a demand for 
these groups following lockdown. The Messy Boots Play area (left) has a 
fantastic den in the old Elder tree and we have cut a maze through the long 
grass for our mini explorers! I'm looking forward to updating you all on 
what we have been busy doing each week. We meet near the community 
garden in Middleham. More information: Kathy Wheeler  07866 132787 
 
 

 

 
PLAY AREA EQUIPMENT, Middleham 
  
 

 

 
 



Coverdale news: 

Plant and Cake Sale – thank you 
'A big Thank-You from Coverdale Churches Committee to everyone who helped with and 

supported our Plant Sale on 5th June. More than £900 was raised for church funds. A further 

£100 raised from refreshments has been sent to the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust, to help 

plant trees as part of our commitment to carbon offsetting.' 

Coverham Abbey is hosting a charity plant 
fair: Sunday 8th August, 11am – 4pm 

Flower Power Fairs.       Refreshments will be available 
 
 

 

Coverdale WI:  

The following Coverdale WI events are scheduled to be held at Coverdale 

Memorial Hall,  

details will be shared nearer the event. Please save the dates: 

 Sunday 1st August   - Yorkshire Day 

 Friday 15th October   - Domino drive (rescheduled from February) 

    Thursday 2nd December - Coverdale over 65’s Christmas supper  

 

Bingo & Curry Evening  
Saturday 17th July – 6 – 9pm    Coverdale Memorial Hall  
 
£5 per adult for supper and 4 games of Bingo, £2.50 for children.   
Prizes for winners 
Refreshments and Raffle tickets will be on sale throughout the evening. 
 

Join Coverdale WI in our first post COVID community activity with the hope of some nicer weather and time 
for a catchup with friends and neighbours. We are hoping to hold this event outside but subject to Covid rules 
we may be allowed inside if the weather dictates.  
Please book your tickets with Julie Clarke 640271 or Sara 640550 

Coverdale WI is always welcoming to new members, maybe join us for one of our scheduled events, for more 
information please contact Sarah on 01969 640550 

 

Coverdale Memorial Hall Committee 
Are you a resident of Coverdale, with an interest in 
local facilities who can commit to a few hours per 

month and looking for a volunteering opportunity?    
We Need YOU! 

 
 We have great plans to maintain the Coverdale Memorial Hall to be a venue of choice for our community but 
we need new people with energy, time, commitment and innovative ideas to implement.If you meet the 
above criteria and would like more information please don’t hesitate to contact: Lea Taylor – 07977007220 

 



Coverdale Memorial Hall Field 
The Coverdale Memorial hall has a sub committee responsible for the field 
belonging to the hall, which was purchased a couple of years ago. We have re-
invigorated this committee and would like to ask local people to be involved in: 
~ Deciding its future use (e.g sport, football, wildlife, boules, park etc) 
We’ll consult by providing feedback forms at the Foresters Day on the 24th July 
and Yorkshire Day 1st August as a first step 
~ Volunteering (e.g. either as part of sub-committee, or helping with tasks, 
doing grant applications, fund-raising etc).  

We are very interested in younger members of the dale as this is a long term investment for their future. 
 
Are you a local resident who would like to get involved or are happy to submit your ideas? If you require 
further information please do not hesitate in contacting either: 
Andrew Dent - andrewdent@dent-game-dealers.co.uk or Lea Taylor - Taylor.leajay@btinternet.com 

 

Thornton Steward News: 

Service to commemorate St Oswald, patron saint of Thornton 
Steward:  Sunday, 1 August on the Green at 10am 

All welcome 
 

Oswald is a saint, but he was also a king at a very troubled and divided time in 

our nation’s history. As a Northumbrian prince he had been exiled in Dalriada 

(Argyllshire), and there, among the followers of St Columba, had been converted 

to Christ.  He regained the kingdom of Northumbria at the battle of Heavenfield, 

near Hexham, raising a cross among his small force prior to the battle against a 

vastly superior enemy. His desire was to unite his people. 

Oswald was a committed Christian who wished to teach his people about Jesus 

Christ, and so he asked for the help of the monks from the Scottish island of Iona. 

Unsuccessful at first, Oswald and the monks did not give up, and the arrival of 

Aidan transformed the mission. Oswald proved himself useful as he translated 

Aidan’s Irish into English as he preached. Oswald also appointed Lindisfarne to be 

the base for these monk missionaries. 

A devout man, Oswald spent much time in prayer, his habitual posture was to 

have his hands on his knees, palms upwards in a prayer posture. He had a 

reputation for humility, kindness and generosity to the poor and to strangers. 

One day, at a feast where St Aidan was his guest, Oswald's steward told him 

there were beggars seeking food at the palace gate. Oswald not only handed 

over the meal to them, but instructed that the silver dish be broken up and 

distributed.  Aidan was so impressed that he prayed that that arm of Oswald 

should never decay. Tradition has it that it remained incorrupt, and is reported 

by the venerable Bede as being such, centuries later. After Oswald died in battle 

at the age of 38, the said arm ended up in a chapel at Peterborough Cathedral, 

where there is still a chapel dedicated to St Oswald. The site of our own church of 

St Oswald in Thornton Steward may predate Oswald, but its dedication to this 

devout man shows the esteem in which he was held. 

Oswald’s invitation to Aidan and the monks of Iona led to establishment of the 

Christian faith in almost all the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms. We will commemorate 

Oswald with thanks at the patronal festival of Thornton Steward on 1st August 

on the green. We hope you can be there. 
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The Parish of Middleham with Coverdale, East Witton and Thornton Steward 

‘Jervaulx Churches’ 
 

Private Prayer in Church:  Mondays - Thursday, 9am – 5pm (unless there is a wedding or a funeral). 

 

Parish e-services: 

Sundays  - a weekly email service of worship 

Wednesdays - a weekly email reflection following ‘We make the road by walking’ by Brian McLaren – pursuing 

‘aliveness’.  Please email jervaulxliz@gmail.com – to be added (BCC) to our email services group.  

 

Sunday Worship – every one welcome! 

Our pattern of worship enters the next ‘interim’ period. This pattern will be reviewed. Services are indoors 

unless stated otherwise. Please bring a mask. Congregational singing in church is not yet permitted but we 

sing outdoors at the end of the service. 

 

Sunday 4 July   10am Middleham Church 

Sunday 11 July  11am Jervaulx Abbey - outdoors 

Sunday 18 July  10am Middleham Church 

      11am Horsehouse Church 

Sunday 25 July 10am Middleham Church 

     11am East Witton Church 

Sunday 1 August 10am Thornton Steward – on the Green to celebrate 

    St Oswald’s Day (Thornton Steward’s patron saint) 
 

 

Weddings and Funerals Update: (subject to change)  
Weddings 
Weddings are limited to the size of the building: the capacity is as many as can be safely socially distanced. 
Guidance for after 19th July has not yet been issues – it could be that masks and social distancing will remain 
compulsory in all services, including weddings. We await further announcements. 
 
Funerals are limited to the capacity of the building by which it is possible to safely socially distance. 
Funerals directors have current information on government guidelines, and parish policies, which vary.   



 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ripon Cathedral Yorkshire Day Lammas Day service.  
Lammas Day celebrates the first loaves of the season, which would be blessed at church services across the 

land.  

This service celebrates the vital role of farming in our lives. 

Refreshments will be served following the service (subject to Covid guidelines) 

Please RSVP to judithbustard@riponcathedral.org.uk by 9th July. 

Please note that places will be limited. 

 

Please join us at our  

Jervaulx Abbey Service 
Sunday 11th July at 11am 

 

We meet as a parish once a year in this 

ancient place of worship. 

 

Everyone is most welcome.  

 

 

 

Covid and the Charitable sector 
All charities, including the church, have been severely impacted by the Covid pandemic 

as far as their funds are concerned. If you would like to support your local churches, as 

an expression of thankfulness, an easy way is to do so is via the links below. All 

donations are completely confidential to the church treasurers.  

In anticipation, we offer you our thanks as a parish. 
Middleham https://www.jervaulxchurches.co.uk/middleham.php Coverdale https://www.jervaulxchurches.co.uk/coverdale.php 

East Witton: https://www.jervaulxchurches.co.uk/east-witton.php 

Thornton Steward: https://www.jervaulxchurches.co.uk/thornton-steward.php 

 

Bellringing in our parish 
If you are interested in finding out more about bellringing please email 

wensleydaleringers@gmail.com or via Facebook at Wensleydale Ringers, via twitter at 

#wensleydaleringers 



Bird notes from Richard Wells 
The garden is alive with young birds.   First up was a family party of song 

thrush (right), scavenging in the hedges and more moist bits for snails.  

Then a young robin (no redbreast of course but one flecked with brown 

– below left) put in a brief appearance, 

shortly before a female great spotted 

wood- pecker arrived on the peanut 

feeder with a youngster in tow (below 

right).  Pretty clueless it was, hanging 

precariously from a branch as mum 

picked out a nut, flew across and offered it up…time after time after time.    

But oh how those young learn.  Within a couple of days a youngster with its 

red cap was on the feeder helping itself…mum nowhere to be seen. I 

assumed it was the same youngster but great-spots are a common sight 

around here so it could have come from a different 

nest. Sam and G Anderson across the 

road have had a family party in their 

garden too.    

Long-tailed tit (below right) and blue 

tit young (left) have been here, 

blackbirds (below left) of course and I 

have picked up from the lawn the 

white shell of a wood pigeon’s egg so 

they must be around too, 

somewhere.   A pair of swallows in the garage should be 

feeding young soon 

as well.  Jacqueline is 

complaining they are making a mess of her car.  But what is a little 

bird-poo on the bonnet when the perpetrators give so much joy?  

The best, however, might still be to 

come.   In an old blackbird’s nest in a 

climbing rose a pair of spotted flycatchers 

(below right) have laid their eggs and the 

female is not-so-busily sitting on them as I write.  I reckon that the young will 

hatch in four or five day’s time. So, fingers crossed.  The species is an unusual 

site these days.  

On the subject of flycatchers I spoke too soon in my notes last month about 

there being no pied flycatchers in the Cover Gorge this year. Belatedly, I came 

across one pair (male below left) so 

hopefully they too 

will be on their way to breeding successfully.  

And thanks to Stephen Simper for telling me 

about a Mandarin duck with three young 

downstream of the Cover Bridge.   

 

Your sightings are always welcome at 

rmwellsew14@gmail.com  
  

 



 

Our Hidden Treasures: 

What a wonderful afternoon we had to celebrate the life and lives in our churchyard in Middleham on 

Saturday, 12th June.  

We counted many flowering plant species (see the next page) as we joined in with the national ‘Churches 

Count on Nature.’ Churchyards are small, relatively undisturbed habitat patches and have a particular 

conservation importance as they act as refuges for biodiversity, which we are trying to encourage – you 

may have seen the ‘long grass’ areas. 

There were also different activities for the children and families, and a ‘Tour of Ten Tombstones’ giving 

us an insight into some of the past residents of Middleham. 

Here are some photos of this wonderful day: 

 

 

Some of the comments from the day: 

“Lovely to see so much interest and enthusiasm. Personally, I 
would like even more of the churchyard given over to let wild 
flowers flourish. An excellent project with the young!" 

"Plant more bee-friendly wild flowers here" (post-it was placed 
on the land opposite the Church, near the Yew) 

"I think this is an excellent idea. Go for it!" 

"I've noticed that swift and swallow numbers are declining in the 
area. Perhaps you could put up some bird boxes to encourage 
them, as well as dedicate more space to wild flowers to increase 
insects/food onsite for them." 



39 Flowering Plant Species were 

identified in Middleham 

Churchyard 12.6.21 

Bittersweet 

Blackberry 

Bugle – below  

Buttercup - bulbous 

Buttercup - creeping 

Buttercup - goldilocks 

Cleavers 

Clover - white 

Cow parsley 

Creeping cinquefoil 

Cuckoo pint – below 

Daisy 

Dandelion 

Dead-nettle - white 

Dock - broad-leaved 

Dog rose 

Elder 

Flowering currant 

Forget-me-not - field 

Fox-and-cubs - below 

Garlic mustard 

Groundsel 

Hawkweed - mouse-ear – below 

Herb robert 

Ivy 

Nettle 

Ox-eye daisy - below 

 

Pellitory-of-the-wall 

Pignut 

Plantain – ribwort  below 

 

Ragwort 

Rosebay willowherb 

Sorrel - common 

Sow-thistle - smooth 

Speedwell – germander below 

 

Stonecrop - white 

Wild garlic 

Wood avens - below

 

Woundwort - hedge 

Yarrow below 

 
 

 



SCAM: Warning From the NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH NETWORK 

We have been made aware of a Covid Vaccine Passport scam email going 

around that purports to be from the NHS and informs recipients that they 

can apply for their “Digital Coronavirus Passports” 

Clicking on the link within the email, takes you to a convincing but fake 

NHS website that asks for personal and payment details. (For an admin fee) 

The website has since been taken down, but in case similar emails/websites appear can you please circulate 

the attached alert to your residents, members, groups and mailing lists. 

And just to reiterate, your vaccination status is obtained FREE through the NHS App, website or by calling the 

NHS on 119. 

More information can be found on the gov.uk website;   

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/demonstrating-your-covid-19-vaccination-status-when-travelling-abroad 

Please note that any Phishing scams can be reported to SERS (Suspicious Email Reporting Service):  

report@phishing.gov.uk 
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Life at The Wensleydale school, post 
lockdown, is better than 'normal'. The long 
Covid year and 'on-off' lockdown has made us 
pause and re-evaluate everything that is 

important to our school community. Academic teaching is our core 
purpose but in the post lockdown world, we have invested and 
establish a wide range of enrichment opportunities, below are 
snippets of the last few weeks: 
 

CCF- a 2 night camp in the school grounds in which our 
cadets were put through their paces with intruders, drone pilots 
and the mysterious group the 'Leyburn Freedom Fighters' who 
were trying to infiltrate our camp. 
 
Sailing- Y8 students have been 
going to Catterick Garrison 
Sailing Club weekly to learn 
how to sail. 5 have now 
demonstrated the basics of 

sailing and have been awarded an RYA stage 1 in sailing. We are 
looking forward to continuing teaching them towards stage 2 and 
beyond. 
 
Astronomy - Kallie Lawrence Yr8 wrote this short piece about Mr 

Ashcroft's astronomy group as 
they viewed the solar eclipse last week: 
'Today was the partial solar eclipse 
where the moon came across the sun 
from 10:05 to 12:20. With the moon 
being over 400 times smaller than the 
sun and 400 closer to the earth it can 
only cover the sun in a total eclipse . 
The next predicted full solar eclipse is in 
2090 23rd September. In the photo you can see our astronomy 

team with our teacher and photographer Mr Ashcroft. To see this on the laptop we used a camera with a 
telephoto lens and a special solar filter. This was mounted on a star tracker which followed the sun. To see 
the sun directly we used special eclipse view glasses as seen in the photo. Remember a safety message 
NEVER look at the sun without special equipment to protect your eyes.’    Kallie Lawrence Yr8 
 

Finally- Geography field 
trips are back on. Yr10 
enjoyed a fabulous day at 
Redcar examining coastal 
defences. Ms Huitson- who 
has been taking students to 
Redcar for more years than 
she cares to remember said 
' They were the best group I 
have taken for fieldwork. 

They listened attentively and without exception every single one recorded measurements and results 
accurately and confidently. They made me very proud to be a part of The Wensleydale school.' 
Julia Polley (Headteacher)  

 



LEYBURN ARTS & COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Tickets / Info: 01969 624510    leyburnartscentre.com 

                   (£6 or 60+/U18  £5. All tickets must be bought in advance – phone the office Mon-Fri 1-4pm) 

CINEMA (£6 or 60+/U18 £5) 

FRI 2 JULY 6pm Portrait of a Lady on Fire (15) 2hrs 2m 
FRI 9 JULY 6pm Just Mercy (12A) 2hrs 17m 
FRI 16 JULY 6pm Ride Like a Girl (PG) 1hr 38m 
Fri 23 July 6pm Sound of Metal (15) 2hrs 0m 
Fri 30 July 6pm The Perfect Candidate (PG) 1hr 44m 
OTHER EVENTS 
TUE 9 JULY 7pm Matthew Bourne’s The Car Man £12 
Sensational new dance event filmed live at the Sadler’s Wells Theatre. 
SAT 31 JULY 7:30pm Jayne Darling: Singalong Supper £10 
Also, join us from 11am to 4pm for Cream Teas, the Grand Summer Draw etc. 
TUE 3 AUG 7pm Funny Girl: The Musical £12 
Acclaimed musical based on film actress Fanny Brice, filmed live at Manchester. 
 
1940's Weekend 
Unfortunately cancelled but fans of the popular Jayne Darling can still enjoy a live concert on Saturday 31st 
July at Leyburn Arts & Community Centre. Please book your seat early! Tel 01969 624510 or 
email admin@leyburnartscentre.com 

 

 Middleham Key Centre, Park Lane, Middleham DL8 4RA  

Tel:01969 624002         Email: office@middleham-key.co.uk   

www.middlehamkeycentre.co.uk 

 

Office is open Monday to Thursday 9.00am – 2.00pm.   

The services we offer at present are photocopying, internet access, general information and providing 

recycling boxes and bags.  You can ring Pam on 07772 736006 or Lesley on 01969 622615.   We are happy to 

help if we can or signpost you to the relevant services.  We hope those who are able will keep an eye out for 

their neighbours.  Stay sensible and safe. 

Antique & Collectors’ Fair: re-opens Sunday 25th July at 10.00am – 4.00pm Refreshments available. 

Yoga Class: Tuesday evenings 6.30pm – 8.00am. This class is running on a limited number due to Government 

guidelines, so make contact with Pam on 01969 624002 or Karen on 07825 554284 to book a place. 

Stage School:  Learn to act, sing & dance.  Sundays at 10.00am – 12noon. For details on joining, ring A J 

Productions on 07369 205764 or 07999 428171 Email: contact@ajproductions.tv 

Book Swap will follow the same system as being used by book shops, whereby newly donated, returned or 

rejected books are quarantined.  The boxes are clearly labelled.  We can only accept paperbacks in reasonable 

condition.  Many thanks. 

‘Emergency First Aid at Work’ We are taking names for those of you interested in doing this course. We will 

book a date, as soon as lockdown has eased.  Cost:  £57.50 which includes VAT and certification. 

The Hair Shoppe: at Middleham Key Centre.   To make your appointment ring Claire on 07885 500860 

Middleham Town Council Phone: 07531 580499                     Email: office@middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk     

Community Police:  If you need to contact our local PCSO please phone 101 the non-emergency number. 

We are on the lookout for willing volunteers.  If you can spare some time to support our work in the 

community & the smooth running of the centre please contact us for a chat 01969 622615.  Thank you, Lesley. 

Key Centre opportunity: Office and storage space have recently become available.  Further details: Mike 

Sweeting on 07779 652066. 

**We still ask you to wear a mask and use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the building.  

Thank you. 
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Hospital Transport 
Parish support groups may be able to provide transport to local medical/ dental practices. Different parts of 
the area have their own arrangements so contact your parish council to see if they can support in this way. 
In Middleham contact David Keep 07531580499 or office@middlehamtowncouncil.co.uk in the first instance. 
 

If you have an appointment at one of the hospitals for our district, and no family or 
friends are available to help, you will be asked to contact PTS (Patients Transport 
Service) which is provided by Yorkshire Air Ambulance (0300 3302000 between 8am – 
6pm). They accept the most critically ill people within the following criteria: 
outpatients; admission or discharge from hospital; regular life-saving treatment e.g. 
dialysis, chemotherapy. PTS are reluctant to speak to anyone but the patient who 
must have appointment details when they phone. PTS is free of charge. 
 

If none of the above is possible, contact the Leyburn Hub on 01969 624510 or admin@leyburnartscentre.com  
The Hub has arranged to provide transport via NYCC Transport Service run by volunteers, but is not free of 
charge. For journeys up to 44 miles, the charge is 45p a mile. For journeys more than 44 miles, the charge is 
capped at £20. Pay the driver by cash or cheque at the end of the journey. 
 

The Dales Countryside Museum in Hawes 
  
Last chance to see ‘The Story of Schools in the Upper Dales’ which 
runs until 18 July. The story is told through interpretation boards, 
vintage and modern photographs, a short film and oral histories 

 
For more information visit: https://www.thenashhawes.org/Schools 

https://www.dalescountrysidemuseum.org.uk/  

 

Leyburn & District u3a 
Members of the local u3a will be at Leyburn Market on Friday 9th July to 
promote their sessions which are now gradually resuming. There are a 
variety of groups now meeting and new members can join on the day or 
at the monthly meeting the following Friday (16th) at Leyburn Arts & 
Community Centre from 10am.  

 

Which bridge? 
Answer at the end of ‘Bridge’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Bridge: August 2021  

Please send any items to: jervaulxliz@gmail.com by the deadline: Sunday, 18th July, 2021.  

It may sometimes be necessary to edit articles. We will endeavour to liaise with you when this happens, but it may 
not always be possible. 

Please note that the views expressed in the articles are those of the author. 
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ADVERTS 
If you would like to advertise in Bridge, please contact Richard Fletcher (rgfsmarden@btopenworld.com/01969 625365) 

There is a small fee for advertising which contributes to our ability to produce and distribute Bridge for free. 

❖ CENTRAL STORES, Middleham.  Grocers, Newsagents + Off Licence Open "Till Late" everyday.  (01969) 623224 

❖ JERVAULX ABBEY & TEA ROOMS. After your visit to our privately-owned Abbey, join us at the Tea Rooms, and 
sample our varied menu, or stay on the C.L. caravan site. Tel. 01677 460391. 

❖ ‘WHERE THE RIBBON ENDS’ at Jervaulx Abbey tea rooms 
Award winning wedding cake decorator. Contact Gayle Hussan, 07850416505 

❖ FAIRHURSTS AT Phone 01969 624668 or visit our website www.fairhursts.co.uk 

❖ KIDZ DAY NURSERY – Places for children 3 months - 5 years. Funded Places available. Before and After School Club, 
and Holiday club. Pick up from Spennithorne school. Phone for details 01969 622833 – 
info@kidzdaynurserymiddleham.co.uk 

❖ PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY BASED AT SPENNITHORNE SCHOOL.  We have funded places available for 2, 3- & 4-year 
olds.  Our Ofsted report was rated 'Good' in March 2017.  We have qualified, experienced staff.  We are open daily 
in term time from 8.45am - 3.15pm, except Wednesdays until 12.45pm. Contact us on 07708 305805 or email 
harmbyunderfives@gmail.com 

❖ PREMIERE CARE – Family run private domiciliary care agency supporting our clients with a bespoke home care 
service. Based in Leyburn, we provide hourly care locally and live-in care to clients across Yorkshire. For an informal 
chat about our service please call one of our management team on 01969 622499. 

❖ The MILLINGS RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME, North End, Bedale. Rated as ‘Outstanding’, family owned lovely home in 
beautiful surroundings.  Call Sandra Anderson 01677 423635 or visit www.residential-homes.net 

❖ JANE CARESS LTD - is a well-established domiciliary care company based just outside Masham. We have earned an 
excellent reputation delivering high quality care for adults in this area. Phone Jane for a friendly chat 01677 460051. 

❖ HELEN GREEN CARE Are an Independent Carer and need cover for your time off? Helen Green Care is a Micro 
Provider providing a high standard of person centred for your clients. Regular or annual leave available now. DBS 
and references on request. Call Helen 07798 592272. 

❖ PERSONAL ASSISTANT (GRADUATE) AVAILABLE - HOMECARE / LETTER WRITING BUREAU. Domestic duties 
including cleaning, gardening, shopping, dog walking. Hot or cold meals prepared. Car trips to the shops or 
anywhere else you want to go to. Assistance with walking, wheelchair pushing. Letters composed upon 
consultation, typed and posted or sent as email. Client-friendly rates. Telephone Martin on 07470 127954 (leave 
text or voice message). 

❖ THE HELPFUL NEIGHBOUR - Holiday? Away for a few days?  Looking for an alternative to kennels & catteries? Would 
you like all those small jobs taken care of without imposing on your neighbour?  Pet & house sitting and associated 
tasks call Sarah to discuss requirements.  CRB checked, fully insured & refs available. 

01969 326114 or email: thehelpfulneighbour1@gmail.com   

Fairhursts at Berry’s farm shop and café, Swinithwaite, Leyburn DL8 4UH  

❖ COLLINS AERIALS & SATELLITES LEYBURN: family run business, based in Caldbergh 
01969 640001 or 07539 565787 or email  Collinsaerials@yahoo.co.uk 

❖ ATRIUM VINTAGE CURTAINS BLINDS & SOFT FURNISHINGS. 
Made to order. Call or email for a free measure up, quote and design consultation. 01969 640550 
atriumvintage@outlook.com 

THE HEALING COLLECTIVE Encouraging health & wellbeing with a range of therapies including Counselling, Reiki, 
Bach Remedies, Reflexology, Indian Head Massage and EFT(‘tapping’).We can also treat animals of all shapes and 
sizes with problem behaviours. Coach House, Berry's Farm Shop and Cafe, Swinithwaite, DL8 4UH 0845 474 2383  
www.healingcollective.co.uk 

❖ A PERFECT ESCAPE TO THE SUN 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom villa in northern Tenerife available for holiday rental, from 
£250 per week. Private garden & balcony, spectacular views of the Atlantic & Mt Teidi. Contact Juliet Maddan for 
further details. j.maddan@btinternet.com 07808 768782 or 01969 663409 

❖ DINAH@TRAVELCOUNSELLORS.COM “Your Local Travel Agent” serving the Dales and Beyond. Full financial 

protection. Quality independent service nearly 40 years’ experience. Call Dinah on 01969 678060 or email. 

mailto:rgfsmarden@btopenworld.com/01969%20625365
http://www.fairhursts.co.uk/
mailto:info@kidzdaynurserymiddleham.co.uk
mailto:harmbyunderfives@gmail.com
http://www.residential-homes.net/
mailto:thehelpfulneighbour1@gmail.com
mailto:Collinsaerials@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:atriumvintage@outlook.com
http://www.healingcollective.co.uk/
mailto:j.maddan@btinternet.com


❖ LEYBURN FITNESS & WEIGHT MANAGEMENT. Fitness, Nutrition and 121 Weight Management in Leyburn.  Includes: 
Pilates (daytime, evening & 121 sessions), Pilates for Men, Circuit Training, Strength Training, Gentle Exercise, Back 
Care, Reformer Training, boxing fitness, Zumba and much more. Contact Lesley on 07989 365363 or 
lesleyw2308@gmail.com 
 to book or for further info.  See also Facebook page ‘Lesley Williams, Fitness, Nutrition & Weight management 
coach’. 

❖ THE WENSLEYDALE EXPERIENCE. Yurts, Berry's Farm Shop & Cafe, Dales Walks, Farm Tours, Events and more! We 
launched our own Yurt so you can come and experience the best of the Yorkshire Dales. Or visit our award-winning 
food and farm shop!  The Wensleydale Experience is about giving you the chance to experience the best of the 
Yorkshire Dales. Everything we do is focused on sharing with you a sense of who we are, & what it feels like to live 
and work in Wensleydale. enquiry@wensleydale-experience.com 

❖ ANDREW WAITES MSSCh.Dip.Pod.Med.MBChA.IOSH.JP Podiatrist has appointments available with Debra Kay 
MCFHP MAFHP, Foot Health Practitioner at the Wobbly Dog Chiropody Surgery in Leyburn. Appointments 7 days a 
week. 01969 623189. 

❖ WENSLEYDALE LONGWOOL SHEEP SHOP: Knitting yarns, hand-knit garments, tops and fleeces.  Est 1989. Open 
Tues-Sat, 10-4 and some bank holidays.  01969 623558. www.wensleydalelongwool.co.uk 

❖ VICTORIA’S LINGERIE Stockists of Fantasie, Triumph, Sloggi, Freya & many more. Free fitting service. 11 High St. 
Leyburn. 01969 622102. 

❖ HOUSE and HOME Market Place, Leyburn.  HOUSE and HOME Town Hall, Leyburn HARDWARE, Gardening Items, 
Tools, GIFTS, Camping & Caravan Accessories.  Plus the biggest TOYSHOP in the area.  Tel. (01969) 622150.  

❖ LEYBURN ANTIQUES AND COLLECTABLES, Central Buildings, Leyburn.  20 Dealers under one roof. House clearances: 
part or complete. Antiques and Collectables bought and sold., 

❖ WENSLEYDALE PAYROLL & BOOKKEEPING – a bespoke bookkeeping and/or payroll service to small businesses.  Tel: 
07810 521982 www.wensleydalepayroll.co.uk. 

❖ DAWN CLARKSON ASSOCIATES Accountants and Business Advisors. Established reputation for serving small 
businesses.  
Tel: 01969 624999 www.dawnclarkson.co.uk. 

❖ WILLS AND ESTATE PLANNING Not sure what to include in your Will? Need help completing Probate 
Administration?  Need a Lasting Power of Attorney? Let us help you make the right decisions. Call Dawn Clarkson 
01969 623092 www.willsandestateplanning.co.uk 

❖ John G. Hills, FRICS, CHARTERED SURVEYOR.  We offer services in Letting of Houses and Cottages, House Sales & 
Purchases, Rent Collection & Accounts, Alterations/Improvements, Land Management. 01969-623109.  Leyburn.  

❖ H. A. Green & Sons MEMORIAL STONEMASONS  A Family Firm celebrating 110 years of supplying bespoke 
memorials for all burial grounds, renovations, additional inscriptions and pet stones.   
53 Blossomgate, Ripon, HG4 2AN.  Tel: 01765-602467        Email: hagreensons@yahoo.co.uk 

 
❖ Gavin Smith BUILDING & LANDSCAPING. All types of Building Work undertaken. 07500 907590 or 01969 368352   

e-mail: gav-smith1983@hotmail.com 
❖ R.A. Wheeler Ltd. BUILDING CONTRACTORS Painting and Decorating, Excavation work, Damp proof & Timber 

treatment Specialists.  One off Joinery.  Office Tel. or Fax (01969) 622144. Mobile 07710 163433. Email: - 
rawwhiskers@btconnect.com website: www.raw-construction.com 

❖ TYRE SHOP, BODY SHOP AND CLASSIC CARS, Leyburn Business Park. 01969 624864. All makes of tyres supplied and 
fitted. Bosch and Lucas batteries. Bulbs, wipes, Auto Glyn products. Auto Discount Shop for all your motoring needs. 
Paint and Body Shop.  

❖ HEUGH'S SCRAPYARD. Car & Commercial Dismantlers. On the A684, Harmby, Nr Leyburn. Tel:01969 622284 or 
01677 450609 

❖ P H MACHIN LTD. Plumbing and Heating Engineers serving Leyburn and the Dales. GASSAFE Reg. Oftec Reg. WRAS 
reg. Biomass approved. All aspects of plumbing and heating covered: Boiler & central heating installations, full 
bathrooms and wet rooms, inc disabled wet room adaptions. Power flushing central heating systems, unvented hot 
water cylinders, air & ground source heat pumps, underfloor heating systems. Grant G-one. 01748 833316. email: 
audrey.machin@btinternet.com. 

❖ STONESCAPES HARD LANDSCAPING AND BUILDING All aspects of traditional building works including barn 
conversions, roofing, porches, extensions, underpinning.  Patios, paths, driveways, walls, dry stone walling, steps, 
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excavations, fencing, turfing, low maintenance gardens.  Frank Johnston 01969 640457 or  07803 735000  
www.stonescapes.com                     email frank@stonescapes.com 

❖ THE DALES SWEEP - MARTIN TRADEWELL  A member of the Guild of Master Sweeps. A prompt, reliable service 
from your experienced Dales sweep. Qualified & insured. Bird guards/cowls fitted. Sweeping Coverdale, 
Wensleydale & Swaledale. Phone: 01969 640099. 

❖ R. W. Brown AGRICULTURAL ENGINEER   A.T.V.'s, Tractors, Land Rovers, Machinery etc. repaired & serviced on site 
or in our workshop. Tyres supplied/fitted. Mobile puncture repair service. Quad bikes repaired/serviced. Tel. 01969 
640274 Mobile 07712 677616. 

❖ CLARKSON DAIRY SERVICES Ltd.  Specialists in Milking Machines.  Sales - Service - Installations. Suppliers of quality 
Dairy Chemicals and Paper Towels.  24-hour Breakdown Service. Tel. (01969) 623522 or (01845) 524001.  

❖ ARTISAN LOCKSMITHS your local locksmith in Bedale - Looking for domestic and commercial locksmiths? Call the 
local locksmiths at Artisan Locksmiths on 07595 749 763 for services in Bedale and across North Yorkshire. 

❖ PADDOCK MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS & Rural Contractors – Wide range of services available for large gardens to 

small farms, domestic & commercial clients. Topping, spraying, fertiliser spreading, fencing, harrowing, rolling & 

much more. Visit our Website www.shirecountryservices.co.uk www.shirecountryservices.co.uk    Call 01748 

822767 or 07730 435233 

❖ TheLogCompany.com SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS. Your local supplier of the finest quality kiln dried, hardwood & 
softwood logs with free delivery. Log stores, kindling, briquettes, smokeless fuels, coal, fire bowls and wood fired hot 
tubs available to buy and hire! Order online TheLogCompany.com www.TheLogCompany.com or call 01748 889298 

❖ ALLUS ARCHITECTS. Conservation Accredited architects in the Yorkshire Dales. Specialising in planning and listed 
building consent within Yorkshire. We undertake new builds-conversions-extensions-reconfiguration-farm buildings-
repair advice to historic buildings and barns. www.allusarchitects.co.uk email louise@allusarchitects.co.uk or call 
07495331480 

 

ANSWERS: 

  

Which bridge? Twin Sails, Dorset    

   

  

 

 

Contacts:  

Revs Jeff and Liz:  01969 326069  jervaulxjeff@gmail.com    jervaulxliz@gmail.com    

Churchwardens:   

Middleham – Margaret Brabban 01969 624388;   

East Witton & Thornton Steward: Mary Fawbert 01969 623007/ Karen Newsam 01969 622395;   

Coverdale: Anne Readshaw 01969 640448  

Methodist Minister: Rev Melanie Reed: 01969 623818;      RC priest: Fr Michael: 01969 623141 
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